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SERMON, 


For this is the love af God, that we keep his cammandments; and 
his commandments are not crievous.—! Souk. v. 5. 

The principal design of the apostle in this epistle is, te assist 
the professors of religion in determining whether they have been 
the subjects of a saving change. He asserts that there is an es- 
sential difference between the believer and unbeliever, or be- 
tween the child of God, and one who is in the state of nature. j 
He mentions various things which are proper marks of grace, 
acd by which every one may form a just opinion concerning 
his spiritual state. He represents love to Christ, love to the 
gospel, love to the brethren, compassion to the poor and needy, 
and mortification to the world and things of the world,as charac- 
teristical of atrue believer. But the evidence of grace which he 
most frequently mentions, and upon which he lays the greatest 
stress, is a cheerful and universal obedience to the commands 
of God. ‘For this, says he, is the love of God, that we keep 
his commandments; and his commandments are not grievous.” 

The plain and obvious meaning of these words may be expres- 
sed in this general observation : 

That those men, who love God, take pleasure in obeying his 
ommands. 

I. I shall inquire why Ged has given commands to meu? 

And, 

II. Show that those who love him, take pleasure in obeying 
the commands which he has given them. 

I. Let us inquire, why God has given commands to men? 

Many suppose that after God has formed intelligent creatures, 
and made them capable of distinguishing between moral guod 
and evil, they cught to be left to themselves, to goverm their 
own conduct, by the sole dictates of their own minds. They t 
can see no occasion for giving either precepts or prohibitions 
to such free moral agents. And upon this ground,.they disbe- 
lieve that God has given any commands to mankind. . But 
though we could not discover any reasons for God's giving us 
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commands, this would not afford any conclusive evidence, that 
he had not done it, because he may see reasons for command- 
ing hia creatures, which lie beyond their conrprehension. 
"Phere is, however, no difficulty in this case, in discovering suf- 
ficient reasons for God’s giving commands to men, who are 
capable of moral discernment. God has evidently given com- 
mands to men, in order to answer two very important purposes. 

1. To inform them what is right. They are naturally born 
like the wild ass’s colt, both ignorant and stupid in respect to 
moral things. ‘Though they have powers and faculties, by 
which they might discover duty in some ports, yet they are 
naturally indisposed to attend to their duty; and if they de at- 
tend, they choose to misunderstand it. The depravity of their 
hearts blinds their reason and conscience. ‘This has been 
demonstrated by the conduct of all the heathen world, who have 
been left to walk in their own ways, without the aid of divine 
revelation Hence it appears, that all need to be informed re- 
specting their duty. Ht is necessary that God should inform 
men of what they might know without his information, when 
they neglect to inform themselves. And it is still more neces- 
sary, that he should inform them of what they could not know, 


without an immediate revelation of his will. They might dis- 
cover their relation to God as dependant, guilty creatures, and 
learn the duties of love and repeutance. They might discover 
their relations to each other,and learn the duty of doing to others, 
as they would that others should do tothem. These duties are 
founded iv the nature of things, and might be discovered by the 


light of reasonand conscience. But since men are so depraved, 
that they will not learn these duties, it is necessary that God 
should command them to love him with all the heart, and their 
neighbor as themselves. But besides these duties, which result 
from the immutable nature of things, there are many others 
which they could not discover by unassisted reason. ‘These it 
is still more necessary that God should teach them by particular 
precepts, and prohibitions. Even Adam in Paradise and m imno- 
cence, stood in need of divine conmmands, in order to know how 
to employ his time, and improve his talents. And since the in- 
troduction of sin and miscry, his posterity are much more ig- 
norant of their present situation, their future circumstances, 
and final destination. ‘So that they stand in peculiar need of 
divine commands to inform them what is that good, and accept- 
able, and perfect will of God, which they ought to fullow. Let 
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a servant love his master ever so well, how is it possible, that 
he should serve him to advantage or acceptance, without know- 
ing his will? And since men are the servants of God, it is equal- 
ly impossible for them to serve him in the most useful and accept- 
able manner, without divine precepts and prohibitions. Thus 
one end to be answered by God’s giving commands to men is, to 
inform them of their duty, or teach them what is right. And 
this leads me to observe, 

2. That another purpose to be answered by God’s command- 
ing men is, to lay them under obligation to de their duty when 
they knowit. There is no necessary connection between men’s 
knowing and doing their duty. They may know God, and yet 
not glorify him as God. They may know to do good to one 
another, and yet net do it. But the commands of God not on- 
ly point out duty to men, but lay them under obligation to do 
what is commanded. Every divine precept and prohibition is 
clothed with all the authority of God; which is the highest au- 
thority in the universe, and lays the highest moral obligation 
upon every subject of the divine government. Supposing, 
therefore, that all mankind knew their duty perfectly, still there 
would be © necessity of God’s laying his commands upon them 
in order to bind their wills to a conformity tohis own. There 


always was, and always will be a propriety in God's giving 


commands to his rational and accountable creatures. ‘There 
is no reason, therefore, to consider the commands of God as 
unnecessary, or unkind or grievous. I now proceed to show, 

Il. That those who love God. take pleusure in obeying his 
commands. This will appear, if we consider, 

1. That love to God is the essence of true obedience. So 
the apostle says in the text, ** For this is the love of God, that 
we keep his commandments; and his commandments are not 
grievous.” Our Saviour taught us that love is al! the law re- 
quires. When a certain man asked him, “ which is the great 
commandment in the law?” he replied, ‘* Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. This is the first, and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On there two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.” Again we read, that “Jove is the fulfilling of 
the Jaws.” Obedience to God is nothing but éxpressing love 
in the manner he bas required. And those who feel love, al- 
ways take pleasure in expressing it. A servant, who loves his 
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master, takes satisfaction im expressing lis love by obedience. 
A child who loves his parents, feels a pleasure in obeying them, 
or in doing whatever he knows is agreeable to their will. A 
subject who loves his ruler, delights in obeying his authority. 
Anda soldier who loves his commander, will go and come with 


pleasure at his bidding, or even at his desire. When David on- 


ly wished for water from a distant well, three of his men put 
their lives in their hands, and burst through the hosts of their 
enemies, and drew him water fromthe wellof Bethlehem. So 
those who have love to God, take pleasure in expressing it by 
acts of obedience and self-denial. Love is, in its own nature, 
a pleasing exercise ; but the external expression of it, is more 
delightful, than the internal affection. And since expressing 
love to God is agreeable, it is evident that the most arduous and 
difficult, and self-denying acts of obedience, uflord the greatest 
satisfaction and enjoyment. Those commands which are the 
most gri@vous to nature, are the most agreeable to the dutiful 
and benevolent heart. Those who love God, love to give the 
highest expression of it. 

2. The Seriptures represent obedience to God as affording 
peculiar satisfaction to the soul. The Psalmist says, ‘* Great 
peace have they that love thy law and nothing shall offend 


“are , p t 
them. Solomon says, ““ A good man shall be satisfied from 


himself.” And again he says, ‘* The ways of wisdom are ways 


of pleasautness, and all her paths are peac e.” Ofthe godly 
man it is said, * His delight is in the law of the Lord; and in 
his law doth he meditate day and night.” We read, “ Blessed 
are they who walk in the law of the Lord, that keep his testi- 
monies, and that seek him with their whole heart.” These 
declarations come from God, who knows the feelings of every 
human heart; and he makes these representations concern- 
ing the happivess which flows from obedience, to convince the 
world ofthe folly as well as guilt of disobeying his commands. 


j 


It is the uniform tenor of scripture, that there is great present, 


as well as future reward, in keeping the commauds of God.— 


Aud I may now add, 

3. That the friends of God have always found these divine 
declarations true, by their own experience. By whomsoeve: 
God has been loved, he has been cheerfully and joyfully obey- 


ed. He has always been loved by the angels of light, who 


have always taken pleasure in obeying his will. They have 


served him not only i ven, but on earth. They have ina 































> 
ee 
iw 


Sermon. 549 


vast variety of ways, ministered to the heirs of salvation. And 
their love to God, and love to their inferior fellow creatures, 
has made them like a flame of fire, all activity, zeal, and joy, 
in the most arduous acts of obedience. Our blessed Saviour 
luved his Father supremely. The Spirit of God descend- 
ed upon him in the form of a dove; and God gave him the spir- 
it without measure. This spirit of love was the spirit of u- 
niversal and delightful obedience. He says he came into the 
world, not to do his own will, but the will of his Father. And 
he found the highest pleasure in doing the will of God. He 
says, ‘I delight to do thy will, O God, yea, thy law is in my 
heart.’ And again he says, ‘It is my meal to do the will of 
liim that sent me, and finish his work.” And when the most 
dificult and self-denying acts of obedience were in view, even 
when he was called to be obedient even unto death, he said, 
** Father, not my will butthine be done.” Abraham loved God, 
and his love led him to delight in obeying his will. He found 
a pleasure in following God, whithersoever he led him. And 
when he was commanded to offer up bis son Isaac as a burnt- 
offering, the command was not grievous ; but he immmediately, 
without the least hesitation, went out and obeyed the will of 
God. This act of cheerful obedience, God imputed to his love 
to him, and pronounced him his friend. Moses loved God, and 


found a peculiar pleasure in obeying every intimation of his 


will He chese the pleasures of obedience, rather than all 
the sinful pleasures of Egypt. David often speaks of the great 


delight he enjoyed in obeying the divine commands. He says 
unto God, ** Make me to go in the path of thy commandments, 
fur therein do I delight.” And again, “I will delight myself 
in thy commandments, which I have loved.” This is his gen- 
eral language throughout the 119th Psalm, in which he express- 
es his love to God, to his precepts, and the pleasure he found 
in doing his will. Daniel, Shadrach, Meshech and Abednego, 
found a peculiar satisfaction in obeying the will of God at the 
risk of their lives. Paul said, ‘‘He delighted in the law of 


God, after the inward man.”’ The primitive christians obeyed 
the self-denying precepts of the gospel, with great joy; ‘*As 


sorrowful, yet always rejoicing, that they were worthy to suffer 


for the name of Christ.” ‘These examples were recorded for 
the learning and admonition of all future ages, that love to God 
and obedience to his commands, are connected with peculiar 


satisfaction and enjoyment Indeed, it is diffenlt to open the 
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Bible without meeting with some striking evidence of the hap- 
piness which flows from a sincere and universal obedience to 
the divine will. 







HEADS OF IMPEOVEMENT. 





1. It appears from the propriety of God’s giving laws to 
men, that there is reason to believe, that there will always be 
laws in heaven for the government of the inhabitants of that 
holy and happy place. Heaven is called a kingdom—the king- 
dom of God, which supposes laws. Besides, we find laws have 
been necessary for men in innocence, as well as depravity—for 
Christ himself. Indeed, it is extremely difficult to conceive, 
how any society of intelligent creatures can bé completely hap- 
py, without laws. 











2. If those who love God, tuke pleasure in obeying his com- 





mands; then they sincerely desire to know all the commands 
of God, in their full extent and meaning. Paul desired this, 






as soon as lis heart was changed; * Lord, what wilt thou have 





me todo?” David prays for divine teaching in duty, in many 
of his Psalms, but especially in the 119th. In all these places, 
he speaks the language of all the friends of God. They want 
to know what God has required ; they will search the script- 
ures to know, they will hear the word preached to know. 



















3. If those who love God take pleasure in obeying his will ; 
. then they are willing to obey all his commands. They are all 
expressive of his will : and if they love to please him, they will 
love to please him in every thing; in doing whatsoever he com- 
mands, 1n respect to his subjects, in respect to his cause, in re- 
spect to themselves. 

4. It appears from what has been said, that those who love 
God, love to be bound to obey him, because they dread to dis- 
please him. 

5. Welearn from what has been said, that cheerful obedience 
to the will of God, affords an infallible evidence of true love 
to him. “This is the love of God, that we keep his command- 
ments, and his commandments are not grievous.” 

6. We learn from what has been said, that none can obey 
the commands of God, while they appear grievous; true obe- 
dience is cheerful. 

7. Is there a peculiar pleasure in obeying the commands of 
God? hence we learn that a holy and obedient life, is the 
most happy. Let all inquire whether they are walking in the 
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path to heaven, or in the way to destruction. Are they gov- 
erned by the commands of God? habitually cheerful? 
SENEX, 


From the Christian Index. 
A CURRENT OPINION EXAMINED. 


‘Few men have done more for the Church, both in publie 
and in private, and yet few have preserved so high a degree of 
faith in their own hearts.’ 

‘This sentence occurs in that intéresting volame, The Me- 
mows of Francke; published by the American Sunday School 
Union. Tt appears as the remark of the compiler of the vol- 
ume, if the writer understands the manner in which the compi- 
lation wasmade. Itinvolves a sentiment that seems to me very 
wide ofthe truth, viz. "That aetivity in the open service of God, 
is unfavorable to the growth of the private christi@n graces. 
This sentiment too, is extensively current among American 
Christians ; and hence if its truth be at all questionable, deserves 
serious consideration. Let it be noted then that the private chris- 
tian graces are all embraced in a right state of feeling towards 
God and our fellow men. This question now arises ; will those 
who are most active in the service of God here upon earth, and 
consequently most devoted to the true interests of their fellow 
men, have mere or less correct feeling toward their Maker and 
fellow creatures, than christians of more retired habits? Here 
we are led to remark as a general truth of haman experience, 
that onr affections follow the labors of our hands. This is il- 
lustrated in every department of life: but we may derive illus- 
trations best suited to this subject, from the case of those who 
devote themselves to the interests of any particular class among 
their fellow men. Follow the christian missionary te any station 
among the heathen. Why does his love become so ardent for 
those who have nothing lovely in their present character ? Evi- 
dently because his thoughts become intensely busied with the 
welfare of those degraded creatures, while this disposition of 
his thoughts could only result from the kind of laber in which 
he is engaged. The same truth is illustrated by the case of 
the man, who devotes himself to the interests of the poor in any 
of our large cities. In fa little time, his affections are more 
upon this class than upon any other class m community ; at least 
this is true of those benevolent feelings that seem most to deserve 
the name of love to oar neighbor. But every reflecting read- 
er (and such alone are invited to examine this subject) will see 
illustrations of my position in each department of human activ- 
ity ; and in view of these illustrations may well ask why should 
religion itself be supposed exempt from the operation of this 
general law of our nature? Christian experience says it is not 
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thus exentpt. Those who abownd most in active christian du 
ties gtve most proof that their hearts are right towards God and 
their fellow men. 

There is indeed a morbid state of religious sensibility, such 
as appears extremely well upon paper; that is chiefly favored 
by recluse habits, aud has doubtless led to the mistaken assump- 
tion implied in the passage at the head of this article. Meu, 
who have for years employed their thoughts almost exclusive- 
ly in reflection upon religious truths, and in cureful atiention 
to secret christian duties, naturally assume an air of language 
that appears in a high degree unearthly, thus easily obtaining 
the credit of stperior sanctity inthe heart whence it flows. Ou 
the othenband, men who have mingled constantly with human 
society, though in the prosecuticn of the highest oljects of chris- 
tinn benevolence, are apt to employ language that sounds far 
more like the dialects of earth, and hence may lead the casual 
observer to suppose that it flows from hearts whose affections 
are far less sublimated than these of the recluse. It must al- 
so be remarked that retired habits often induce a state of ner- 
vous sensibility, very favorable to those extreme elevations and 
depressions of feeling which have most credit among the read- 
ers of religious biography as marks of superior piety. 

The Bible evidently places highest in the scale that feeling 
towards God and man, which leads to the most strenuous dis- 
charge of active duties. Other forms have come into high re- 
pute among men, and many instances have been extolled with- 
out any trial by the test of revealed truth. The comparative 
personal piety of diflerent individuals, has been brought to a 
test of mere human opinion, without due reflection upou the 
importance that God has attached to good works. It is very 
true that good works can only result from a right state of the 
heart; but where we see most order in well doing, the script- 
ures warrant us in giving most credit for christian feeling. 

This object deserves the more attention, because, at the pres- 
ent day, the lovers of sloth are ready to adduce the sentiment 
under consideration, as an apology for their own continuance 
in that retired mode of life, which benefits neither God nor 
man. But how can a light shine that is put under a bushel ? 
Or how can men see cer good works and hence glorify God, 
if the works do not take place? Ifthe reader has never avail- 
ed himself of that privilege, let him procure the Memoirs of 
Francke and judge for himself, whether that saint became holy 
in despite of his activity in the service of God, or as a natural 
concomitant of his well doing. The writer has seldom met a 
more interesting or instructive volume, than is here recom- 
mended. A Preacuer. 


The Rev. John O. Choules, pastor of the Second ee Church 
in Newport, has received a call to take charge of the First Baptist 
Church in New Bedford. 
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A PHILOSOPHER'S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE 


MORALITY OF CALVANISM. 


Sir James Macintosh, one of the most distinguished philoso- 
phers and eloquent writers of the age, (whose death was an- 
nounced a few months since,) pays the follewing tribute to the 
good influences sf Calyunism, and to the memory of President 
Edwards. We copy it from a note to a well writen article on 
his works, in the last number of the North Ameriean Reveiw. 
In a conversation with the writer of this article a few years 
since, Sir James observed :— 

“The remarkable private morality of the New England 
states, is worth attention, especially when taken in connection 
with the very moral character of the poorer people in Scotland, 
Holland and Switzerland. It is rather singular that all these 
countries, which are more moral than any others, are precisely 
those in which Calvagiem is predominant. The writer -‘men- 
tioned that both Boston and Cambridge, had in a great meas- 
ure abandoned Calvanism.—Sir James—* I am rather surpris- 
ed at that; but the same thing has happened in other places 
similary situated.— Boston, Geneva and Edingburg miglit ofce 
have been considered as the three high places of Calvinism, and 
the enemy is now it seems, in full possession of themalle ‘The 
fact appears to be a consequence ofthe principle of reaction 
which operates as universally in the moral asin the physical 
world. 

‘Jonathan Edwards was a man of great merit. His Treatise 
on.the will is a most profound and acute disquisition. ‘The En- 
glish Calvinists have produced nothmg to be put in competition 
with it. He was one of the greatest men who have owned the 
authority of Calvin, and there have been a great many. Calvin 


iimself, had a very strong and acute mind.—Soe. Rel. Tel. 
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SHOULD A CHURCH MAINTAIN ITs PASTOR? 


But, brethren, while we thus" urge on you the duty of sup- 
porting those from the altar, who minister at it, we are desir- 
ous that you should form a right estimate of them and their 
claims. They are, indeed, to be entirely dependant on you for 
support; yet they are not to be considered pensioners, or pau- 
pers, because of their dependence: on the contrary, our Lord 
has taught us that it is but an act of common honesty to provide 
for them. ‘The laborer is worthy of his hire.’ No Christian 
deserves the character of an honest man, who does not, accor- 
ding as God has prospered him, und not according to the nig- 
gardly suggestions of a worldly spirit, contribute to the tempo- 
ral support of that minister who has fed him with the bread of 
life, and enriched him with the treasures of the Gospel. 

But you may again be ready to object, ‘that your pastor ts 
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richer than yourself; or that, at least, he is far above want, and 
therefore you Ought not, or need not, contribute to his support.’ 
Let us, for a moment, admit the truth of your premises, viz ; 
that your pastor is thus rich; is your conc lusion propetly drawn 
from them ? Do you reason thas on other subjects 1 You doubt- 
less sometimes dispose of produce to a poorer neighbor ; in such 
A case are you ready te admit the plea, that as yoo are richer 
than he; your claim on him for payment is unjust ? Do you ever 
jadge that a. merchant’s bill against you ought not tobe paid 
because heis richer than you are? Does this dischar ge you from 
au obligation to pay your debts? Now the case before us is par- 
allel to this:. Our Lord has said, “The laborer is worthy of his 
hire,’ i, eit is due to him; it is just and honest in him to re- 
ceive, and even to claim it; and it is unjust and dishonest to 
withhold it from him, or dispute his claims to it. But ought 
weto admit the ‘truthof your premises? It is true that your 
pastors are as rich as you consider them? How do you judge 
of their «wealth? By their appropriatits to public religious 
objects? These prove only their liberality, not their wealth. 
Often dotliey subject themselves to privations in order to prove 
to you they are in earnest when they say, ‘Love not the world 
nor the things of the world.” They may not, indeed, murmur ; 
and this proves that they are patient, but not that they are pros- 
perous; nor even that they are satisfied with the ungrateful 
treatment they receive. You judge then, too hastily of your 
pastor’s wealth§ and conclude him ricl: on evidence too slender 
auld inconclusive. 

Some will reply again, ‘Admit that our pastor is poor; pov- 
erty is good for him: troubles are beneficial to ministers; they 
preach best under affliction.’ Othe refined cruelty of this soph- 
istry ! You would then agonize his soul, injure his credit, blast 
his reputation, and measure his bread and water, that he might 
contribute more largely to the sum of your enjoyment? Well 
may ministers say, ‘Let us fall into the hands of the Lord,’ [for 
his mercies are great, |jand let us not fall into the hands of man.’ 
O! for pity’s sake, do believe, brethren, that the corruptions of 
nature only partially sanctified, the temptations of an enemy 
ever wachful and active, and the entanglements of a world in- 
cessantly hostile and ensnaring, are troubles sufficient to keep 
a minister humble and prayerful, and spiritual; or if not, that 
the Lord can multiply them without your assistance. Let the 
rod then be in his hand, and not in yours, for only then will it 
be sanctified. Rev. J. V. Warns. 


From the Western Recorder. 
A CONSISTENT UNIVERSALIST 


We recollect to have heen present at the examination of a 
candidate, who, during his relation stated in substance the fol- 
lowing details: Educated very young in the orthodox creed, he 
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afterwards lived among the universalists, fully imbibed their 
sentiments, and gave himself up to various indulgences, with the 
view of enjoying a heaven both here and hereafter.’ I process 
of time he became tired of his earthly heaven, .and thought it.ad- 
visable to die and try the other. An enormous dose of Jaud- 
anuin taken forthis purpose, proved ineffectual ; and a little 
time aftewards he removed into our owh seetion of the country: 
Once more he thought + advisableto exchange the present 
heaven for a better one. Notdoubting of the issué,.or fearing 
death, he settled up his accounts, precured* two “new pistols, 
and fitted them with cool deliberation, till he found they would 
not miss fire. Having next loafled them, aud laid them aside 
for use, he sent for Mr.——and Mr. two iversalist 
ministers, to stand by him, and bear witness to the World, that 
he died in the full faith of that creed, and witlr entice sélf-pos- 
session. The preachers, however, advised him to desist, ‘Ste 
gave his reasons for dying, and going where he should forever 
be free from trouble. But they finally told him, that there wag 
after all, too much reason to fear that there might be-a'hell. 
‘Why, then do you not preach so, and tell us of it? said he, “ht 
will not do,’ they replied, ‘it will make people crazy.’ Amidst 
the conversation he stepped into the hall, and, ashe behewes 
with entire self-possession, aimed the two pistols at his head 
and snapped them; when to his great astonishment, they both 
missed fire, and were afterwards taken from bim. ‘The strange 
result of such efforts led him to salotary reflection. He saweb 
it the hand of Providence—thought upon his past conduct—be- 
gan to fear that there might be a hell, and thatat least there 
ought to be a place of eternal punishment for one so vile as he 
had been. He sought forgiveness through the blood of Jesus; 
determined to yield unconditionally to his disposal ; and to serve 
him, whatever might be the result. 

Such was the simple story, told in a tender, artless manner. 
The man was received to communion, appeared well, and so 
far as his brethren and pastor have been able to learn, he con- 
tinues to adorn his profession. We forbear all comment upon 
the story. Our readers can make one for themselves. 


From the Christian Mirror. 
ALMOST CHRISTIANS. 


Mr. Cummines,—In looking over the last number of the New 
York Evangelist, among many things which are excellent, I 
noticed the following sentiment—*“ Of the impenitent of every 
Congregation, the far greater portion are almost Christians.” 
This sentiment appears to me to be unscriptural and of dan- 
gerous tendency, as it is suited to lead sinners to think more 
highly of themselves than they ought to think. What is a chris- 
tian ? He is one who has been born again ; who has passed from 
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death unto life}.who has been called out of darkness into miatr 
vellous light; who has been translated from the kimgdem of Sa- 
tan into the kingdom of God's dear Son. Heisa child of God 

nud an heir of heaven, He is one who loves Go supremely ; 
who hates sin; who trustsin a Saviour, and who delights im the 
service of God. And what is an impenitent sinner? He is an 
alien from the commonwealth of Israel, a stranger from the 
covenant of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. He isa child of the devil and heir of hell. He is the 
enemy. of God,and dead in trespasses and sins. And is he al- 
most a Christian ? Is the ene my of God almost the friend of 
God? Is the person who is dead almost alive? Is he who is 
destitute of the least degree of holiness almost a saint? As 
weli might we say, that darkness is almost light, that sin is al- 
most holiness, that misery is almost happiness, and that a devil 
is almostan angel, 

What would be the character and condition of one of these 
almost Christians, if he were to die this moment? He would 
be a friend of darkness, lifting up his eyes in hell being in tor- 
ment; and that too without any change of character. And is 
such’an one almost a Christian? 

But why does the writer above quoted, suppose that most sin- 
ners in every congregation are almost Christians? Because, 
he says, “they have made up their minds that it is not safe to 
be impenitent, and that therefore before they die, they will re- 
pent and believe.” Indeed! Does this makea sinner almost a 
Christian? Because he intends not to be lost; but only to con- 
temn God, and violate his law, and reject his gospel, as long as 
he can do it with safety; is he alraost a Christian? If so, the 
liar, the profane swearer, the drunkard, the adulterer, the rob- 
ber, the murderer, and many af the most abandoned men who 
have ever walked upon the earth, may be a/most Christians ; fos 
doubtless many of these characters intend to repent before they 
die. 


RELIGION OF CHINA 


The native religion of China has been, hitherto, little known 
tous. The following is gleaned from Dr. Milin’s Retrospect of 
the first ten years of the English Protestant Mission to China. 

Most of the forms of Mythology, he says, which make any 
figure in the page of history, now exist in China; except that 
their indecent parts, and theirc direct tendency to injure human 
life, have been cut off. The idolatry of an ancient Canaan, of 
Egypt, of Greece, of Rome, of Chaldea, and of India, are all 
to be found here, though with some slight variations. China 
has her Diana, her Molus, her Ceres, her Esculapius, her 
Mars, her Mercury, her Neptune, and her Pluto, as well as the 
western Pagans. She has gods celestial, terestial and subtera- 
neous—gods of the hiils, of the valleys, of the woods, of the dis- 
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trictsy of the family, of ihe shop, and of the kitchen! She a- 
dures the gods who are supposed to preside overthe thander, 
the rain, the -fire 5; over the grain, over births and deaths, and 
over the Small pox ; she worships “ the lost of heaven, the sun, 
the moon, aiid the stars.” She also worships the genii of the 
mountains, the rivers, lakes and seas; and birds, beasts, &c. 
She addresses prayers and offers sacrifices to the spirits of de- 
parted kings, sages, heroes, and parents whether good or bad. 
Her idols are silver and gold, wood and stone, and clay} carv- 
ed, or moulten, the work of men’s hands. Wer altars are on 
the high hills, in the groves, under the green trees, she has set 
up her idols at the corters of the streets, on the sidés of the 
high ways, on the banks of canals, in boats, and im ships.— 
Astrology, divination, geomancy, and necromancy every where 


ail Snel und charms very > sesse Tr . 
prevail. pe is und charms, every one possesses. vey are 


hed up in one’s clothes, or tied to 
bed post, or written on the door; and few mem thinks their 
persons, children, shops, boats, or goods safe without them.— 
‘The Emperors of China, and her statesmen, her merchants, 
her people, and her philosophers also, are idolators. For, 
though many of the learned affect to despise their popular su- 
perstitions, and to deride all worship, except that paid to the 
great and visible objects of nature, heaven and the earth ; yet 
their own system is incapable of raising them above that which 
they effect to contem ; and at the hour of death, finding that some 
god is necessary, and not knowing the false gods, to pray for 
their restoration to health, end for the rest of their spirits after 
dissolution, and a happy return to the world again. 


hung about the neck, or stit 


From the Philad Iphi in 


A NATIONAL DEBT, 
Which has been overlooked in the adjustmeml of our finances. 


When I hear it said that the national debtis nearly paid off, 
Iam reminded of certain foreign claims upon us, which have not 
yet received proper consideration. There is one whole conti- 


nent which has claims upon us of an immense amount, and of 


long standing. Llrefer to Africa. Her claims are not for such 
spoliations as are often the subject ofcomplaint between nations. 
The depredations for which Africa asks indemnify, are of much 
more serious character. They are depredations committed 
upon the flesh and blood and souls of her children. She com- 
plains that we have torn from her, without any provocation, her 
own offspring, and have compelled them to drink the bitter 
draught of interminable slavery. Before the slave trade was 
denounced by Christian nations, American merchants sent their 
ships to Africa to plunder her of her unoffending inhabitants, 
and ten thousands of that ill-fated race were thus dragged into 
bondage by American hands. Many millions of African exiles 
have died in slavery in this country; and more than two mill- 
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ions we nowshold in bondage. These are the wrongsfor which 
Africa asksindemnity. It is for these that a debt raglne. And 
was there ever in the history of human relations,a More sacred 
obligation, and one of more appalling magnitude t, The expen- 
diture of millions of dollars, and the sacrifice of thou8ands of 
lives in the cause of African improvement, would cancel but a 
fraction of it. Butsomething may be done. We may perhaps 
pay the imterest of the claim, if nothing more. 


POLITICAL DUTY OF MINISTERS. 


In ordinary times the sacred and peculiar functions of the 
christian priesthood are inconsistent with active political par- 
tizanship; though so far from beiug disfranchised by their ded- 
ication to religion, it is peculiarly incumbent on clergyman to 
discharge thé duty of voting according to their consciences, as 
much as it is to perform all the other duties of good men and 
good citizens. There is always if not a right or wrong, a pref- 
erence between candidates on reasonable grounds. And the 
essence of our institutions requires that all good men should 
never omit to exercise the privilege, on a proper use of which 
the existence of those institutions depends. Clergymen specif- 
ically come within this category; though the nature of their of- 
fice forbids them to be busy in the turmoil of elections; or to 
allow their feelings to be enlisted in contests for place and 
power. But, when real danger impends—when the safety of 
the nation isin manifest jeopardy, whether from foreign influ- 
ence or force, or from the tyranny and incompetence of the 
rulers, itis not only their right, but their, imperative duty, to 
uplift their voice, which commands respect, as uttering the sen- 
timents of a pure heart, from consecrated lips, and to warn the 
people of the evil and the peril. Taunton Reporter. 


POETRY. 


THE LIBERIAN’S RETURN. 
AUTHOR UNKNOWN. 


Hither from their own country driven, 
Came Afric’s sons with shackled feet, 
But now their bonds and chains are riven; 

And ou Liberia’s shores they meet; 
No more the scoffs and ills enduring, 
That were their lot on foreign ground, 
A place of resting have they found, 
In Afric’s genial clime, securing 
The joys of heart and sight, 
And chief the freeman’s right, 
To serve and pray, in their own way, 
To God, the source of light. 





















futelligence. 


There on their native hills reclining, 
Their own broad trees and tents beneath, 
WW hile heaven and earth are round them shining, 
There’s freedom in the air they breathe, 
‘And what in life is worth their seeking, 
» Ifthey must live a block or stone, 
With nothing they can call their own, 
No rights of action, thought or speaking? 
‘Then blessed be the wave, 
That bears the ransom’d slave, 
Where he can be, with freemen free, 
And fill a freeman’s grave. 


By Niger’s stream, and Ganges’ waters, 
In Afric’s clime, on India’s shore, 
Too long the lands of grief and slaughters, 
Shall freedom shine forevermore, 
That light their darkness shall dissever ; 
And send down gladness to the soul, 
And going forth to-day and ever, 
Shall shine and shine from pole to pole. 
T hou light of freedom, hail! 
No sickly ray and pale; 
O’er ali the earth, thy fire have birth! 
O’er all the earth, prevail! 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Ecclesiastical Council.—A council convened at Whately, October 
17, by letters missive from the Churchin Whateley forthe purpose of 
giving advice in a case of discipline. The council was composed of a 
pastor and delegate froin each of the following churches :—East Hamp- 
ton, Nerth Brookfield, East Parish in Amherst, Williamsburgh and 
West Hampton. ‘lhe church by their council charged a member 
‘* with mixing and retailing ardent spirits as an article of drink.”” Tes- 
timony was introduced, and the arguments of the advocates of the par- 
ties heard. On the 10th, the council came unanimously to the follow- 
ing result :— 

** The evils of intemperance in the church and community, are so 
great and ruinous, that, in the opinion of this body, the practice of 
vending ardent spirits as an article of drink, is at the present day, in- 
consistent with the character and obligation of a member of the church 
of Christ, and is a disciplinable offence. In accordance with this sen- 
timent, the council reccommend to this church to pursue the case of 
disciptine.— Hampshire Gazelle. 

4 Novel project.—-The government of New Grenada (S. America) 
has established at Bogota a college for the education of females. 

This is probably the first instance of a female college in any age or 
section of the world, 

Among the various departments of instruction, aré cookery, domes- 
tic economy, Christian morals and religion—the Roman Catholic, we 
presume—with appropriate professors. These, with the President, 
are to be ladies. 

Some of the studies might be advantageously introduced among our- 
selves, under the auspices of intelligent ladies in academies for females. 
Cincinnati Standard. 
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The death of Pope Adrian.—'The death of Pope Adrian caused such 
n joy at Rome, that the night of his decease they adorned the door of 
his chief physician’s house with garlands,—adding’ thisyinscription— 
‘*to the deliverer of his country.”—London Medical Surgical 
Journal. 

How the Methodists do,--« After preaching, I opened the door of 
the church for the reeeption of members; and after having observed, 
that it was customary with us to admit penitents to membership, | re- 
marked, that however individuals might object to this practice, 1 had 
not one single doubt, but there were numbers that would thank God in 
eternity, fur their having been admitted into the church previously to 
their having obtained religion. —-G. W. Teas. Ch. Advoeate. 




























o> In a few days, $1 25 will be due from subscribers who have 
not paid for this year; such may save 25 cents by immediately sending 
$1 without expense, to the proprietor, or some authorised Agent, and 
confer a favor on the Printer. 

Gentlemen, who receive the Proposals for the fifth volume, will 
please to return them to the Publisher before the close of January next. 
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ANTED one or two suitable agents to travel and collect dues, 
and get Subscribers for the fifth volume of this Magazine, to 
whom a very generous compensation willbe given. Apply personally 
or by letter, to the proprietor, at Rehoboth Village, Mass. 

October 31, 1832. 










NHE PAST VOLUMES OF THIS WORK, for sale on very 

low terms, at the bookstore of Hutchins & Shepard, Providence, 

R. L., at the bookstore of Daniel Brewer, ‘Taunton, Mass. and by the 
publisher, at Rehoboth Village, Mass. 

October 31/1832. 












